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‘Citizens' and Sculptures of Modern China
Focusing on Monumental and Propaganda Sculptures

Yi, Boyoun

This paper examines the development and meaning of modern Chinese sculpture
as a form of Republican China's modern art. China’s long history of autocratic rule came
to an end when the Republican China was established following the Xinhai Revolution,
but afterwards the country struggled to realize its republican ideals because of extreme
partisanship between forces of the left and right.

At that time, the theory of ‘aesthetic education” was propounded in the art world
under the influence of republican ideology; public sculpture, which began to appear
along with the advent of modern public places, was its representative art form. However,
public sculpture later was inevitably degenerated and distorted, just as the Republican
China’s reform itself was perverted. Nonetheless, some sculptors still endeavored to retain
universality and the rationalist values based on the aesthetic education theory.

This paper delves into the characteristics of modern Chinese sculpture and looks
back on actual Chinese republican art as well as the republican ideals in modern Chinese
art, which have been neglected in researches on republican art under the historical view

focused on Chinese revolutions.

ABSTRACT
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