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ABSTRACT

Ga Hwa Yong Jun(fik&##EE, fake dragon jar)
in Early 17th Century Joseon Dynasty

Song, Inhee

In early 17th century, Joseon dynasty suffered from damages in the
successive wars with its neighbors and strived for the restoration, though the
process was very slow due to the loss of resources during wartime. The lack
of the resources could be found in every part, but was even more serious
when it came to the incomplete preparation for the royal ceremonies, the
right opportunities for the proper respectfulness that Joseon dynasty had
emphasized. What was most difficult to be prepared was Yong Jun(i#), or the
dragon jar, which was the blue-and-white porcelain jar with dragon design.

In Joseon dynasty, Yong Jun was so important that it was used only for the
highest members of the royal court and royal officers used to go down to the
royal kilns to supervise the making of Yong Jun. But in early 17th century, with
no reserve of Yong Jun nor possibilities of further production for a while, some
new solutions were needed to replace it. And the very first solution was using
Ga Hwa Yong Jun, meaning the fake dragon jar, which was the white porcelain
jar with dragon design drawn on the surface, whereas its original version had
dragon design in underglaze blue.

While it received little attention by now, Ga Hwa Yong Jun deserves more
attention with its importance. Better assumptions can be made by reviewing
every details of the records relevant to its use and examining the realistic
possibilities of its techniques. And some newly—found records are useful to
increase reliability and concreteness. Therefore, this is practically the first
attempt to make deep investigations on Ga Hwa Yong Jun in early 17th century,

presenting a new perspective on the ceramic history in Joseon dynasty.
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